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Exterior Walls  Inspection Guide



Let the Homeowner tell you what their primary concerns are while you are going through a  thorough house inspection and taking notes. Point out how you can help solve their problems.

There are many questions you can ask the Homeowner:

1. “How long have you been thinking about doing something with your home?”

2. “Do you have a time frame in which you would like to have the job completed?”

3. How do you feel about the appearance of your home?

4. “Currently the color combination on your home is . Would you prefer  something similar or would you prefer to change the look?”

5. “Can  you  tell  me  about  your  last painting experience? Was it professionally  painted, or did you do it yourself?

6. “Which do you consider the ‘must do’ areas of your home? Are those problems of  high, medium or low importance to you?”

Do a complete house inspection. Take pictures or make notes of your observations. The  following pages are some of the common problems seen around a home.

INSPECTION



EFFLORESCENCE
The stucco wall has thin layers that look like bubbles protruding. When you poke through a 
bubble, a powdery substance pours out. It looks like sand. It is actually the stucco wall 
decomposing. This can be serious. It is like a wall cancer that spreads, eventually requiring the 
wall to be rebuilt from the chicken wire. Efflorescence is caused by a chemical reaction by 
repeated exposure of environmental elements such as water, sun, etc. 

Independent tests have shown the Cool Life coating to have excellent "breath-ability" allowing 
trapped moisture in the form of vapor to escape through walls. 

Water Vapor transmission: ASTM E96 Result: 12.51 Perms (Over 10 is highly breathable)

Key Ingredients

Wr21 waterproofing compound: Demonstrates the waterproofing 
properties of Cool Life.
Stucco Cookie: an acrylic fortified stucco mix made strong enough to drive 
a forklift over, yet flexible enough to withstand the constant movement of the 
California soil.  
Sponge: Show how stucco soaks up water contributing to long term 
damage.
Benefit: Cool Life is waterproof. and breath-able. This keeps the walls from 
absorbing and holding excess moisture, which causes long term damage to 
the home's exterior walls. Cool Life coating will save homeowners 
thousands of dollars in long term repair costs.

Mildew Resistance:  MIL STD 810  Result: Very Good



MOISTURE
Moisture is a common element found around the house. Usually, the house has flower beds right up against the wall. If it has rained or the homeowner 
has watered with a hose, the moisture should be evident in the walls. The moist area is usually a shade darker that the color of the home. The stucco is 
porous and the elements penetrating the surface breaks down the integrity of the color. Moisture penetrating from the homes’ exterior can cause mold and 
other problems to the inside of the home. Excess moisture leads to efflorescence, wood rot, and even worse MOLD!

MPORTANT NOTE: In areas that have a severe moisture problem, it is recommended to check the floors and walls on the inside of the home for 
damage or moisture, i.e., walls, closets & floors.

                                                         

Key Ingredients
Aspirin resin:  The waterproofing properties of Cool Life 
that will prevent damage to the exterior of a home. 
Cardboard Box: Show a paper box that is simply coated 
with Cool Life. This will prevent damaging moisture 
penetration of the exterior walls.
Cement box: Paint and stucco suck up water, Cool Life 
does not.
Benefit: Cool Life Coating is water tight and has been 
tested and proven to repel wind driven rain up to 70 
miles per hour!
Cool Life Coating helps prevent moisture from 
penetrating the walls, eliminating damage from 
moisture. Cool Life is made to last a lifetime!

ASTM TEST: Wind Driven Rain Resistance TT-C-555B  Result: 7 PASS  (Repels wind driven rain up to 70 miles per hour)  
ASTM TEST: Salt Fog Resistance:   B117-90  Result: 500 Hours No adverse effects (Even salty ocean air does not effect Cool Life Coating)
ASTM TEST: Mildew Resistance:   MIL STD 810D Result:Very Good (Mildew will not stick or absorb into Cool Life coating)



CRACKS 
Where there is moisture, you will usually find wall cracks stemming 
from the base (foundation) on or very near the  studs.  The moisture 
seeps through the stucco and up the wood stud causing it to expand.  
The expansion causes cracking.  The longer or more concentrated the 
exposure, the more sever the damage. 

Key ingredients
Reinforcement fibers: Microscopic strands of fiberglass hold together 
to prevent cracking on the exterior walls. 
Bodying Agent: Allows the coating to be many times thicker than 
paint and not crack or sag.
Benefit: Laboratory tested and proven to stretch up to 400%!
Cool Life is the only product on the market that warranties cracking 
for as  long as you own your home!

ASTM TEST: Elongation  D2370  400% (Stretches 4 times its original size)
ASTM TEST: Tensile Strength D412-87 275 PSI(70)F 325 PSI(32F) (It stretches but won't break)
ASTM TEST: Flexibility  B1737  O*C1/8" Mandrell Pass 



Algae: On areas of the walls that remain moist (typically the east and north sides), you may see various types of
algae plants growing. Algae is typically green in color. This is a definite sign that water is being retained in the
stucco. Our biology class taught us that in order to sustain the life of algae, sea or fresh water is required.

Fungus: Fungus is from the non-green plant family that includes molds, toadstools, rusts, etc. Fungus also requires
moisture to grow. Fungus can be quite dangerous, especially to anyone that has allergies to these elements.
Occasionally when you point out the “fungus traps” to your Homeowners they start to connect these symptomatic
problems they may have been experiencing (especially if you can trace the moisture to the inside of the home. the
homeowners’ breathing space.

ALGAE & FUNGUS

Key Ingredients:
Mildewcide: A mold resistant ingredient 
that will prevent mold and mildew from 
growing on exterior walls. 
ETR: A special acrylic resin blend that 
creates a waterproof barrier while 
allowing the exterior walls to breathe.
Benefit: Paints that do not breathe 
"suffocate" a home and can cause mold, 
cracking and other damage to a home's 
exterior. These repairs are costly not to 
mention the unhealthy air quality that 
can be created if mold and fungus are 
allowed to fester.

Cool Life Exterior coating is tested and proven to resist harmful fungus and bacteria.

ASTM TEST:  Chemical Resistance   D1308-87  Mineral Spirits-No effect
ASTM TEST:  Dirt Collection:    D3719-87  Good
LAB TEST  Dirt Resistance   Lab Value  Excellent  



The A100 turned pink and lost its pigment 
wherever it was applied. The Cool Life 
retained its color through 10 years of 
Arizona summers and winters.

A fading study has been conducted on a home in 
Arizona. One wall of the home was covered with Cool 
Life Coating and A-100 from Sherwin Williams.
A-100 paint from Sherwin Williams is regarded as
“Pro’s Paint”, it is a 100% acrylic paint. However, it
shows to be no comparison to Cool Life in the extreme
climate of Arizona.
Benefit: Cool Life is like sunscreen for your home. Cool
Life outperforms any product, even in Arizona.

Stabilizer: Color stabilizer allows the coatings to be "blotchy" and 
creates a uniform look around the home. 
TIo2: Prevents chalking and oxidization. Gives the coating superior 
"hide". Completely blocks out the previous colors.
Aluminum Silicate: Similar ingredient used in sunblock to prevent 
sunburn.
ETR: ElastoTri-polymer Resin is the multi acrylic resin to give a long-
lasting coating to your home that will not chip peel or crack. It also gives 
the coating maximum fade resistance. This multi acrylic resin allows the 
home’s exteriors to stay waterproof while also allowing the home to 
remain breathable.

COLOR FADING

ASTM TEST: D-C1549  .50 or better in all Colors not just white
QUV Machine 1500 hours   No effect on shades or integrity
(1,500 in a QUV machine is equivalent to 4-5 years of direct sunlight.)



ROTTED WOOD 
You will usually find wood rot in areas where there is continuous moisture. Wood studs and siding 
exposed to moisture for long time periods will exhibit wood rot. This wood will need to be patched or 
replaced. 

Key Ingredients 
Elastopatch: A highly flexible and waterproof material that seals 
holes, chips and voids in damaged wood. 
975 Primer Jar: A high quality primer designed to breathe and 
remain watertight. Blocks out stains and tannins from inside the 
wood and creates a chemical bond between the surface, primer 
and Cool Life topcoat
Dicalite: This ingredient allows all materials to bind together. 
Allows the coatings to permanently bond together for a finish 
that lasts a lifetime.
Interesting Fact: The same ingredients found in Dicalite have 
been used as a natural, safe, and ecologically friendly pesticide 
by farmers for many years.



REASONS FOR DAMAGE 
Most of the problems on the exterior walls of a home have been caused by two things: Moisture and damaging UV 
rays of the sun. Listed below, are some of the other problems can be caused by improperly installed or failing 
materials around the home’s exterior. 

SPLASHBACK: This occurs as rainwater and moisture fall from 
the roof, bounce off the ground and hit the walls. The picture 
to the right, shows how dirt, fungus and other debris stick to 
the walls causing damage to the homes exterior and when left 
untreated, can make its way into the interior of a home causing 
an unhealthy environment.

POOR SPRINKLER HEAD LOCATION: To prevent damage to the 
walls of a home, sprinkler head should be 2 feet away from the 
home’s exterior walls. The picture to the left shows that 
moisture has penetrated the exterior walls and caused mold 
and mildew to grow and fester. 



IMPROPER RAIN GUTTER INSTALLATION AND  DOWNSPOUT 
LOCATION: Downspouts should not discharge near where water can 
pool near the foundation or the bottom of the house. Extensions 
should be used where water cannot be  Pitched away from the house. 
Downspout extensions are recommended to keep water away from the 
exterior walls. 

REASONS FOR DAMAGE 



COST OF DOING NOTHING
When left untreated, damage from the exterior of the home can make its way into the homes’ interior. 
This can be extremely unhealthy, costly, and difficult to remove.

WEEDS GROWING INSIDE OF THE WALLS:
After removing the drywall in the master 
bedroom of this home, weeds and mold have 
grown under the stucco and into the walls of 
this home. This can be toxic and expensive to 
remove. 



MOLD: Improper ventilation and wet, soggy conditions are a 
breeding ground for mold. Making sure exterior walls and 
surrounding surfaces are properly sealed and allowed to 
ventilate is key to preventing mold. 

COST OF DOING NOTHING



EFFLORESCENCE FROM THE EXTERIOR: Left untreated for a 
long period of time, damage from the exterior can cause 
damage to the homes’ flooring, walls and foundation. 

COST OF DOING NOTHING



POOR WORKMANSHIP 
“The bitterness of poor quality remains long after the 
sweetness of a low price is forgotten” Benjamin Franklin 

No Trenching: Most damage starts when moisture  Penetrates 
walls at the base. Not  trenching is not only unattractive  it also 
causes damage to the home.



Bad Patch work/stucco work:
Floating stucco is an art form. It is Difficult to match existing 
walls.  Brand new Stucco can be blotchy after installation.

Poor 
patch 
work

Brand New Stucco

POOR WORKMANSHIP 



No Masking 
Many painters feel masking takes to Much time and costs too 
much money to mask walls. Spraying paint without masking 

often Leaves the homeowner with the burden Of cleaning up 
after the painter. 



Watered Down Paint: 
Painters take already thin paint products and water them down 

to so they will spray even further. This happens most often 
when a painter pushes a homeowner NOT to change the color 

of their home. 



Lack of Cleanliness 
It should not be surprising that cheap work is done without 
care and regard for the entire neighborhood. Not only is a lack 
of cleanliness unsightly, but it also disrespects to the entire 
community 
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